OJACC (formally known as
OCCO) published its first newsletter in 1988 as a means to share
information across the state.
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OJACC President’s Message
Greetings to OJACC Members and Friends
OJACC is committed to battling addiction,
to identifying and treating mental illness,
to eliminating violence at home and in the
community, and to rehabilitating and restoring
individuals. Just as important is the restoration
and return to the community of individuals who
have served a prison or jail term.
WHAT MAY CHANGE IN 2017?

OJACC Mission:
To bring together
stakeholders to promote
and support effective
community corrections
that enhance public safety.
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Throughout 2016, the Ohio Supreme Court, the Sentencing
Commission and others have studied and submitted proposals
to modify Ohio’s criminal code and sentencing structure which
touch on these critical issues. Whether the new legislature will
be receptive to the proposals in 2017 remains to be seen. We are
fortunate to receive regular and comprehensive updates from Sara
Andrews, Director of the Ohio Criminal Sentencing Commission
and Justin Long, Legislative Services Specialist for the Ohio
Judicial Conference, to keep us informed as we assemble a realistic
legislative advocacy platform. Additionally, State Senator John
Eklund addressed our Board in December with an update on the
Recodification Committee. We also discussed the high rate of
incarceration. These exchanges of information allow us to effectively
advocate our legislators this spring. Armed with good information
and planning, we can make a difference.
OJACC 30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE SETS
ATTENDANCE RECORD
At the October 2016 Annual OJACC Conference, “30 Years –
Promoting and Supporting Effective Community Corrections,” we
celebrated 30 years of collaboration and dedication to the delivery
of community corrections. Thanks to the hard work of Co-Chairs
Gayle Dittmer and Molly Gaunter, longtime OJACC Executive
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OJACC President – Hon. Nancy A. Fuerst
OJACC First Vice President – Hon. Jim
Slagle
OJACC Second Vice President – Kysten
Palmore
OJACC Treasurer – Molly Gauntner
OJACC Secretary – Amy Klumpp
Submissions
The OJACC Newsletter is a quarterly
publication of the Ohio Justice Alliance for
Community Corections. Subscription is free
to all members.
The OJACC Newsletter encourages
the submission of articles dealing with
all aspects of community corrections.
Articles must be relatively brief. OJACC
reserves the right to edit articles for space
considerations and reserves the discretion
to select which articles to publish.

Coordinator Cheryl Taylor, the conference committee, presenters
and moderators, a record sell-out crowd attended many informative
and thought-provoking sessions. Plans for the 2017 Conference are
already underway and the constructive comments and suggestions for
improvements offered by the attendees are being fully considered.
Detailed conference presentation materials, in addition to other
articles of interest, are available on the website at ojacc.org.
Ohio remains a leader in community corrections. OJACC’s diverse
representation, with influences from state and local agencies,
professional associations in the adult and juvenile systems, and other
stakeholders, serves as a powerful voice to identify issues, to advance
legislation and to implement the most effective programs with a good
dose of common-sense. We hope you will remain engaged to assist
us in achieving these goals and will consider inviting a friend or
colleague to join.
On behalf of OJACC, best wishes for a happy, healthy and prosperous
New Year.
Sincerely,
Hon. Nancy A. Fuerst
Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court, General Division
OJACC President 2016-17

Points of view expressed in this
Newsletter are those of the authors and
do not necessarily represent the official
position or policies of OJACC.
How to reach us
Please send all articles and letters to:
Cheryl Taylor
OJACC Organizational Coordinator
Post Office Box 849
Pataskala, OH 43062
Phone: (740) 420-6444
E-mail: tctaylor@mac.com
Advertising
OJACC Newsletter accepts paid
advertising. All inquiries regarding
advertising should be directed to:

Save the Date
2017 OJACC Conference
October 12 & 13, 2017
Crowne Plaza North Hotel

Cheryl Taylor
OJACC Organizational Coordinator
Post Office Box 849
Pataskala, OH 43062
Phone: (740) 420-6444
E-mail: tctaylor@mac.com
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Legislative Update
By Marta Mudri, Co-Chairperson, Advocacy & Policy Committee

The 132nd General Assembly began on January
3, 2017, and House Committee assignments
were announced the week of January 12, 2017.
Representative Jim Butler will be the chair of the
Civil Justice Committee and Representative Nathan
Manning will be the chair of the Criminal Justice
Committee. Legislative sessions are scheduled to
start on January 25, 2017, and the budget is due to be
submitted to the House from the Governor’s office on
January 31, 2017.
Two topics of interest at the start of this General
Assembly are the ongoing work of both the
Recodification Committee and the groups working
on medical marijuana implementation. The Criminal
Recodification Committee, which was tasked with
clarifying Title 29 of the Ohio Revised Code, was
expected to complete its work in 2016. It has been
authorized to continue its work through June 2017.
Although a draft bill has been prepared, it has not been
finalized and in the coming months the Committee
will be reviewing more than 100 amendments that
have been submitted by Committee members. HB 523
from the 131st General Assembly went into effect on
September 9, 2016 and legalized medical marijuana
in Ohio. The bill requires that implementation,
under the Medical Marijuana Advisory Committee,
be complete within a year of its effective date. The
Governor’s Office, as well as the Medical, Pharmacy,
and Commerce Boards are currently working on
regulations concerning medical marijuana and
answers to questions about medical marijuana in the
workplace, in vehicle operation, and in drug courts.
The OJACC Policy and Advocacy Committee stands
ready to review the work of, and provide input to, both
of these groups in 2017.

OJACC Celebrated Its 30th
Annual Conference
By Gayle Dittmer, Co-Chairperson, Conference Committee

30 Years – Promoting and Supporting Effective
Community Corrections
The Ohio Justice Alliance for Community Corrections
(OJACC) celebrated its 30th annual conference,
“30 Years – Promoting and Supporting Effective
Community Corrections” at the Crowne Plaza Hotel
North in Columbus, Ohio, on October 13 and 14,
2016. At 30 years, we are still going strong with our
most well attended conference to date.
The conference opened Thursday morning with
Dr. Ed Latessa, Dr. Brian Lovins, and Michael
Randle “Exploring the Past, Lessons Learned,
and Opportunities for Future Success.” As our
community corrections practitioners and stakeholders
work diligently to continue to improve community
corrections in Ohio, it is important to keep in mind
how far we have come over the years. We thank our
presenters for helping us reflect on the successes and
challenges we have faced and assisting us to focus
on the opportunities for the future as community
corrections agencies solidify their role as agents of
change, recognize that we cannot punish our way
out of crime, continue to improve assessment and
intervention with more effective monitoring and
evaluation, and integrate technology into the daily
work to improve efficiency and effectiveness. Our
presenters discussed that the challenge is no longer
what we should be doing; we now know what we
should be doing. Our current challenge is ensuring we
are doing it with quality, effectiveness, and efficiency.
Kimberly Gentry Sperber, Ph.D provided the closing
session with an insightful presentation on “Factors
Influencing Medication-Assisted Treatment in Ohio
Halfway Houses and Community Based Correctional
Facilities,” highlighting a study completed on this
issue. Dr. Sperber reminded us that opiate overdose
is the second leading cause of injury-related death
nationally (surpassed only by car accidents) and,
in Ohio, accidental overdose is the leading cause
of death and has been since 2007. As a result of
Continued on next page...
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the overall prevalence of opiates in our state, we
treat and supervise a population at high risk for
opioid addiction, overdose and death, and we have a
responsibility to deploy evidence-based practices to
the best of our ability. As a result of the study, efforts
are underway to produce a practitioner toolkit for
working with this population that will be available for
use in the field. We will keep you posted on this effort.
Several workshops were also offered to address
Ohio’s challenging opiate-addicted population.
Other workshops highlighted progress on jail
diversion initiatives aimed at reducing the number of
defendants with mental health issues in our jails, a
lethality assessment program being used in intimate
partner violence cases, overcoming barriers utilizing
core correctional practices, working with offenders
with intellectual disabilities, cognitive behavioral
interventions for offenders seeking employment, and a
juvenile workshop track, to name a few. Thank you to
all of our presenters. Many of the presenters submitted
electronic copies of their presentations which are
available on the ojacc.org website.
OJACC would like to thank agencies who sponsored
our 30th Anniversary Celebration, featuring live
entertainment. Sponsors included Oriana House,
Corjus, Inc., CourtView Justice Solutions, Redwood
Toxicology Laboratory, Inc., The SASSI Institute, Inc.,
Ohio AMS, and Smart Start Ohio. Fun was had by all
as evidenced by the included photo.

Dr. Brian Lovins

Honorable Nancy A Fuerst, OJACC President

OJACC was also honored to continue its partnership
with the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and
Correction (ODRC) as ODRC once again presented
The Clifford Skeen Awards in conjunction with the
OJACC Achievement Awards luncheon recognizing
excellence in community corrections. Please see
related articles highlighting the award recipients.
Thanks to those who participated in this highly
informative conference and momentous occasion
celebrating 30 years of commitment to effective
community corrections in Ohio.

OJACC Newsletter

Page 4

2016 OJACC Achievement Awards
By Gayle Dittmer, Co-Chairperson, Conference Committee

Each year at the annual conference, OJACC
recognizes individuals who have shown dedication to
the improvement of community corrections. The 2016
OJACC Achievement Award recipients include:
The Honorable David T. Matia
received the Representative C.J.
McLin Award presented to an
elected official in Ohio who has
worked towards the improvement of
community corrections.
Serving in his 18th year as a
Common Pleas Court Judge, he
started Cuyahoga County’s first Felony Drug Court
in 2009. Under his leadership, the Court expanded
to a second judge led docket three years ago. Many
new drug court judges tour Judge Matia’s Court for
guidance as they build their own programs. More than
300 individuals have graduated the drug court with a
twelve-month recidivism rate of 8.4 percent.
Judge Matia advocated extensively for Ohio’s
adoption of Medicaid Expansion and the benefit it
would bring to the criminal justice system in its ability
to treat those suffering from mental illness and/or
dependency, and recently published an Op-Ed piece
calling for a shift in how the medical profession treats
dependency. He was also involved in securing grant
funding to enable incarcerated defendants to receive
their first dose of medication in County Jail prior to
leaving for treatment to reduce cravings to be better
able to focus on treatment.
Judge Matia has been involved in other efforts such
as the Drug Drop Box Program and support of local
programing. He received the 2016 Exemplar Award
from Recovery Resources and has been recognized
by the Cuyahoga County ADAMHS Board with a
Community Collaboration Award. He also serves
as President of the Ohio Common Pleas Judges
Association, serves on The Ohio Attorney General’s
Opiate Task Force, and assisted in the formation of an
ad hoc committee of judges and other decision makers
with Director Gary Mohr of the Ohio Department of
Rehabilitation and Corrections to tackle Ohio’s prison
population crisis.

Phillip Nunes received the Dr.
Bennet J. Cooper Award presented
to correctional administrator or policy
maker who has shown a lifetime
commitment to the improvement of
community corrections.
Phil Nunes brings extensive
experience totaling 27 years in
management and non-profit operations. He currently
serves as chief program officer at Alvis Inc. where he
oversees state-wide programs operated by Alvis Inc.
He is also responsible for new program development
and projects the agency engages in state-wide.
Throughout his career, Phil has worked at the
organization, state, national, and international level to
promote the improvement of community corrections.
He has served as president of the International
Community Corrections Association, and president of
the Ohio Community Corrections Association. He has
served as an advisory member of the Ohio Criminal
Sentencing Commission for many years and currently
participates in the Ohio Criminal Recodification
Committee. Phil is also past president of OJACC and
served as co-chair for the Juvenile Justice Initiative for
Voices for Ohio’s Children. Phil has participated in the
OJACC Community Corrections Collaborative since
its inception and currently serves as co-chair.
On the national level, he has participated in the NIC
Community Corrections Collaborative Network in
which he contributed the paper, “Safe and Smart Ways
to Solve America’s Correctional Challenges.”
Phil’s dedication, passion and commitment to the
field of community corrections has assisted with
policy changes and legislative changes to promote the
improvement of community corrections.
Veronica Perry received the Dr.
Simon Dinitz Award presented to a
community correctional practitioner
who has made contributions to
the improvement of community
corrections in Ohio.

Continued on next page...
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Throughout her career, Veronica has embodied
leadership, wisdom and compassion for her coworkers and those under the Court’s supervision.
From the beginning of her career she was often tapped
by those in administrative positions for her guidance
and consultation. Veronica could always be counted
on to provide solid, informed and forward-thinking
advice and solutions.
Shortly after serving in the capacity of Probation
Officer Supervisor with the Cuyahoga County Adult
Probation Department, Veronica was selected to lead
the Medina Court of Common Pleas, Adult Probation
Department. In her current capacity of Director of
Probation, Veronica acquired her Master’s Degree in
Justice Administration from Tiffin University, was
an adjunct Criminal Justice Professor at Baldwin
Wallace College, mentors Chief Probation Officers as
they adjusted to their new roles, was accepted into the
Court Managers’ Program through the Ohio Supreme
Court’s Judicial College, and has significantly
advanced her Court toward implementing evidencebased practices. She has developed and implemented
many innovative and successful programs in her
Court, including a robust training, development and
continuous quality assurance program.
During these last several years, Ohio has seen some
of its original community corrections leaders retire.
These retirements have created opportunities for others
to take the reins and represent the field in its national
reputation of excellence. Veronica quickly accepted
this challenge and assumed many of these leadership
responsibilities. Some of these include becoming the
Vice President, and now President, of the Ohio Chief
Probation Officers’ Association, co-chairing OJACC’s
Adult Community Collaborative, and chairing OCSS’s
Governance Committee. She is also an active member
of the American Probation and Parole Association,
The National Association for Probation Executives
and sits on several criminal justice boards.
Veronica has positioned herself as an expert and leader
in the field. She is a true collaborator and genuine
friend and colleague.
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Anne Connell-Freund received the
James Wichtman Award presented
to an OJACC Board Member who
has dedicated themselves to OJACC’s
mission.
Anne has been a very active board member of OJACC
for many years. She has served on the OJACC
Community Corrections Collaborative and conference
committee and served as OJACC President from 2014
-2015. Her straightforward approach to leadership and
commitment to quality services exemplifies the intent
of this award.
Anne is the Executive Vice President of Operations for
Oriana House, Inc. and is responsible for overseeing
the overall operation and management of residential,
non-residential and diversionary community corrections
programs, cognitive skills, treatment, employment,
and education programs as well as developing and
implementing new programs, and continuous quality
improvement. In addition, she supervises grants
administration, project construction, and the research
department. Anne’s successful career with Oriana
House began in 1989 as a caseworker coordinator and
progressed to her current position as Executive Vice
President of Operations.
Anne received her Bachelor of Science degree followed
by her master’s degree from The University of Akron.
She served in active duty for the U.S. Army from 19771981, and worked as a Military Intelligence Analyst
during her career as a Reservist from 1985-1992.
Anne is the recipient of the 2003 Professional
Achievement Award from the Ohio Department of
Rehabilitation and Correction, 2008 Leadership Award
from the Ohio Community Corrections Association,
2008 Simon Dinitz Award.
Presently, Anne is the president of International
Community Corrections Association (ICCA); past
President of the Ohio Justice Alliance for Community
Corrections (OJACC); as well as board member and
past president of the Ohio Community Corrections
Association (OCCA). Additionally, Anne serves on
numerous statewide coordinating and collaborating
committees for community corrections. She is also a
Vice Chair of the Summit County Children Services
Board in Summit County, Ohio.
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Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction’s
2016 Clifford Skeen Awards
by Christopher Galli, Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction

The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction
held the 24th annual Clifford Skeen Awards Ceremony
on October 13, 2016 during the annual Ohio Justice
Alliance for Community Corrections (OJACC)
conference at the Crowne Plaza North in Columbus.
This award is given in honor of the late, eight-term
Ohio Representative, Clifford Skeen, who sponsored
the Community Correction Act passed by the Ohio
Legislature in 1979. The purpose of this act was
to reduce the number of non-dangerous offenders
being sent to state prisons. Representative Skeen
was instrumental in obtaining increased funding for
many community corrections initiatives. The Clifford
Skeen Award was initiated in 1993 to demonstrate
commitment to community corrections as a viable
alternative to incarceration.

Community-Based Correctional Facility: Lorain
Medina CBCF

ODRC Director Gary Mohr spoke before the awards
were presented, emphasizing the important role that
community corrections programs play in assisting the
Department to achieve its goal of reducing the prison
population. He also acknowledged the efforts that
all of Ohio’s community corrections programs make
in working with offenders to better their lives while
keeping our communities safe and thanked attendees
for their ongoing efforts that make Ohio a leader in
national and international community corrections.
Halfway House: Alvis House Jackson Pike
The selection committee was comprised of last
year’s Cliff Skeen recipients represented by Jason
McGowan, Chief Probation Officer of Pickaway
County Municipal Court, Mike Randle, Deputy
Director, Oriana House, Eddie Philabaun, Executive
Director of STAR Community Justice Center and
Lois Hochstetler, Managing Director, Alvis. They
recommended the award recipients after conducting
individualized interviews of Ohio’s top scoring
programs in each category. The panel selected the
following programs as the 2016 Clifford Skeen Award
recipients:
Prison Diversion Program: Marion County Adult
Probation Department
Continued on next page...
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Jail Diversion Program: Highland County Adult
Probation Department

The Department’s vision for community corrections
is that of a collaborative and cooperative partnership
between state and local agencies. The Clifford
Skeen Awards highlight our successes in this vitally
important area. The award ceremony is just one
opportunity for the Department to recognize local
programs for the outstanding work they do on a daily
basis to provide alternatives to prison and jails and
ensure safe communities.
If you would like additional information about the
Clifford Skeen Awards or community correction
programs, please contact Chris Galli, Chief of the
Bureau of Community Sanctions, Ohio Department
of Rehabilitation and Correction at 614-728-9990 or
Christopher.Galli@odrc.state.oh.us.

Thanks to the 2016 OJACC Conference Exhibitors

3M Electronic Monitoring

Life Loc Technologies

Recovery Division of Acadia Healthcare

Neil Kennedy Recovery Centers

ADE Incorporated

OHIO AMS

BIS Digital Inc.

Ohio Hospital for Psychiatry

Civica CMI

Oriana House, Inc.

Combined Public Communications

The SASSI Institute

CourtView Justice Solutions

Sentinel

Foundations For Living

Smart Start Ohio

Henschen & Associates, Inc.

Ultimate Protection Incorporated

Journal Technologies

White Deer Run Treatment Network
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History of OJACC
The vision for OJACC (Ohio Justice
Alliance for Community Corrections)
resulted from a group of community
corrections professionals coming together
with involved state agencies to address
the rising prison population in the early
1980s. This group saw real value in
bringing together all aspects of community
corrections to work toward common goals.
The association began with an initial advance of
$1,000 from the Ohio Halfway House Association
(Ohio Community Corrections Association) and,
in addition to the officers, included committee
representation from Secure Facilities, Residential
Facilities, Victim Witness, CCA Programs and
Probation. It did not take long to realize there are
many more influences to community corrections
than those initially involved and, over the years,
additional representatives from associations and
state agencies have been added to truly represent
the big picture of community corrections. With this
diverse representation, we have not always agreed
on everything. However, it has truly provided an
understanding and respect of the work that goes into
all areas of community corrections. Over the years,
we also identified the need to include the issues of
Juvenile Justice.
This type of association is not something that happens
in many other states. Our ability to work together
among community corrections agencies, DRC, DYS,
and other state agencies and stakeholders has assisted
Ohio in becoming a leader in community corrections.
By focusing on our common goals of improving
community corrections, we learn from each other and
learn to work together.

OJACC Newsletter

The original name of OJACC was
OCCO (Ohio Community Corrections
Organization). In 2005, the board voted to
change the name of the association from
OCCO to OJACC. The board decided on
a name change that could better reflect the
work of the organization.
In the early years, the administrative tasks required
to keep the organization going were completed by
board members. As the organization grew, the board
realized the need for administrative assistance and
hired an Organizational Coordinator in 1990, which
has greatly enhanced the professionalism of the
organization.
There have been so many extremely dedicated
professionals involved in OJACC over the years.
Highlights from comments made by the first and
second president of the association from one of our
very early newsletters exemplify the original goals of
OCCO – OJACC that continue today. First president,
Richard Billak wrote, “It was only three short years
ago that a group of us came together and asked, how
can we take control of our own destiny? Some thirtysix months later, the answer seems obvious – by
collectively working together.” The second president,
James Wichtman wrote, “We have learned that we use
our clearest voice and receive attention to what we
have to say when we present our message together.
This unity is the very purpose of the Ohio Community
Corrections Organization’s existence. Though we
recognize the importance each stakeholder plays
in the delivery of correctional services, we have
experienced true strength when we stood together.”
Thirty years later, we are still standing together and
working toward our mission.
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OFFICERS
President
Hon. Nancy A. Fuerst
Cuyahoga Co. Common Pleas Court

First Vice President
Hon. Jim Slagle
Marion Co. Common Pleas Court
Second Vice President
Kysten Palmore
Franklin Co. Reentry Coalition
Secretary
Amy Klumpp
Mahoning Co. ADAS Board

Post Office Box 849, Pataskala, OH 43062

2017 OJACC Membership Application
(Please Type or Print and fill in application completely)
Name: ____________________________________________________
Agency/Dept: ______________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________
Phone:___________________ Fax: ____________________________

Treasurer
Molly Gauntner, CPO
Franklin Co. Municipal Court

E-Mail: ___________________________________________________

TRUSTEES

! Individual Membership - $25 Allows an individual in the field of criminal

Assoc. of Local Reentry Coalition
Assoc. of Municipal/County Judges of Ohio
Buckeye State Sheriff's Association
CorJus, Inc.
Corporation for Supportive Housing
County Commissioners’ Association of Ohio
Juvenile Justice Coalition
National Youth Advocate Programs
Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police
Ohio Association for Court Administration
Ohio Assoc. of Criminal Defense Lawyers
Ohio Association of Juvenile Court Judges
Ohio Assoc. of Pretrial Services Agencies
Ohio Chief Probation Officers Association
Ohio Common Pleas Judges Association
Ohio Community Corrections Association
Ohio Municipal Attorneys Association
Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association
Ohio TASC Associations
Ohio Victim Witness Association
Specialty Dockets
The Supreme Court of Ohio
U.S. Pretrial and Probation

justice or interested citizens to join. Individuals representing private for-profit
corporations are excluded from this category

Type of Membership (Please Check One)

EX OFFICIO TRUSTEES
Office of the Ohio Attorney General
Office of the Ohio Public Defender
Ohio Department of Job & Family Services
Ohio Department of Mental Health &
Addiction Services
Ohio Dept. of Developmental Disabilities
Ohio Dept. of Rehabilitation and Correction
Ohio Department of Youth Services
Ohio Judicial Conference
Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services

! County Membership – Allows county commissioners, judges, prosecutors,
chief probation officers and sheriffs to join. These offices may designate an
employee from that office to represent them. Five members from the county
receive a $25 discount for annual conference fees. A county with a population
under 150,000, membership is $150 and counties with a population of 150,000
or greater, membership is $250.

! Government or Private Agency – Allows a private, not-for-profit agency to
join. Membership extends to the director of the agency or the designated
employee. Examples of private agency members are halfway houses, private
correctional agencies and child caring agencies. Three members from the
agency receive a $25 discount for annual conference fees. Agencies with a
budget of less than $500,000, membership is $150 and agencies with a budget
of $500,000 or greater, membership is $250.

OJACC Committees
(Please check all committees on which you would be interested in participating)

! Advocacy/Policy
! Juvenile Treatment

! Newsletter
! Conference

Charge Membership to:
! Visa
! Master Card
Name on card: __________________________________________
Address on card: ________________________________________
Card #________________________________________________
Expiration Date: _______________ 3 #s from back _____________
or make check payable to OJACC and mail to address listed above.
OJACC Federal Tax ID Number: 31-1255020

Phone: (740) 420-6444 • www.OJACC.org

Post Office Box 849

Pataskala, OH 43062

